CLASSIFICATION , PACKAGING AND LABELLING OF HAZARDOUS CHEMICAL

 REGULATION 1997  ( CPL REG.1997)

BACKGROUND

The OSH ( CPL ) Regulation 1997 is  the fourth set of regulation made under the OSHA 1994 ( Act 514). The purpose of  the regulation  is to provide  a legal framework for a large group of chemicals, commonly known as “ Industrial Chemical” which are largely not regulated by any legal instrument  with respect  to Classification, Packaging and Labeling requirement. In the absence of these requirement , industrial chemicals which are used, handled ,transferred or stored are frequently not labeled with respect to their identify and potential risk to the health and safety workers, and inadequate or no information whatsoever on the transmitted to the end use. Many accidents related to these inadequacies have occurred which have affected the health , safety and productivity of workers.

The regulation clearly stipulate the responsibility of the suppliers of chemicals ( including manufacturers, formulators etc) to classify chemicals according to their  hazardous properties, pack them in appropriate containers, label the container  with  prescribed information, and accompany  the chemicals with an information sheet known as the Chemical Safety Data Sheet (CSDS). These requirement constitute the basic principles of safety in the use of chemicals and, if  complied with, will prevent any unforward incident related to the use and handling of chemicals.

APPLICATION
These regulation shall apply to a supplier of any hazardous  chemical for us  at work except any hazardous chemicals which is:

·  Defined as a radioactive  material under the Atomic Energy Licensing Act 1984.

· Defined as a pesticides under Pesticides Act 1974.

· Listed as a poison in the Poison List Order 1993, except for chemical which are classified therein as industrial and laboratory poisons.

· Defined as a drug under the sale of Drugs Act 1952.

· Listed as a schedule waste in the first  schedule of the Environment Quality (Schedule Wastes) Regulation 1989 and

· Foodstuff.

These regulation also does not apply to the transportation of any hazardous chemical by rail, road ,inland waterway, sea or air , as well as to any hazardous chemical  in transit which is stored at a bonded warehouse.

A HAZARDOUS  CHEMICAL

A HAZARDOUS CHEMICAL is a chemical which possesses any of the following properties;

· Highly flammable 

· Explosive

· Toxic

· Irritant

· Extremely flammable

· Flammable

· Harmful

· Oxidizing

· Very toxic

· Corrosive

DUTIES OF A SUPPLIER

DUTY 1  : DUTY  TO CLASSIFY

A supplier shall classify  a hazardous chemical according to the specific nature of the risk involved base on the  categories of hazards mentioned above.

Note :  The procedure for classification is describe in detail in the Guidelines on the Classification of  Hazardous Chemicals and Preparations.

DUTY 2  :  PACKAGING REQUIREMENT
A supplier shall ensure that a hazardous chemical is supplied in packaging which satisfied the following requirements:

· If  the packaging is a container, the container must be so designed and constructed  so that the contents cannot escape unless there is a requirement for it:

· The packaging materials are not susceptible to adverse attack by the content;

· The packaging and fastening ( If Provided) are strong and sturdy to meet the normal stress and strain on handling.

· Container with replaceable fastening devices are so designed that the packaging can be repeatedly fastener without the contents escaping.

A supplier must also ensure that once any package which is initially closed with a seal is opened, the seal is broken and cannot be repaired.

DUTY 3  :  LABELLING

A supplier must also ensure that every packaging is labeled clearly. The label  should contained the following information:

· The name of hazardous chemical.

· The name, address and telephone number of the supplier;

· The danger symbol and indication of danger;

· The nature of risk associated with the chemical;

· The safe precautionary measures.

DUTY 4  : FURNISHING CSDS

 A supplier shall furnish an up to date Chemical Safety Data Sheet for each hazardous chemical supplied.

The CSDS shall contain the following information:

· Trade or common name of the chemical and  company identification with the detail of the supplier.

· Composition of ingredients that  identifies the hazardous chemicals.

· Hazard identification

· First aid measures

· Fire fighting measures

· Accidental release  measure

· Handling and storage procedures

· Exposure control  and personal protection

· Physical and Chemical properties

· Stability and reactivity data

· Toxicology information

· Ecological information

· Disposal information

· Transport information.

PENALTY

Any person who contravenes any provision of these regulation shall be guilty of an offence and , on conviction, be liable to a  fine  not exceeding  ten thousand  ringgit or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year or to both, and in the case of a continuing offence, to a fine nor exceeding one thousand ringgit for each day or part of a day during which the offence continues after conviction.
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